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Dear Editor,

w xA recent article by Crowe et al. 1 in this journal
w xcontained accidental errors concerning articles 2,3

written by the undersigned authors.

w xThe article by Crowe et al. 1 states that Pincet et
w xal. 2 ‘‘published findings that they suggest also call

the water replacement hypothesis into question’’.
Pincet et al. do not suggest this: they take no position
for or against the water replacement hypothesis. The
article by Crowe et al. also states that Pincet et al.
‘‘found that trehalose does not affect interbilayer
surface pressures between two fully hydrated bilay-
ers’’. Pincet et al. did not measure nor mention
‘‘interbilayer surface pressures’’.

w xThe article by Crowe et al. 1 states that the model
w xof Bryant and Wolfe 3 predicts that glucose inhibits

w xthe fusion of membranes. Bryant and Wolfe 3 made
no predictions regarding the effect of any solutes on
fusion of membranes, nor do any such predictions
follow in a simple way from the ideas and conclu-
sions in that article.

Faithfully,

Joe Wolfe, Gary Bryant, Eric Perez and Frederic´
Pincet
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